
GLOSSARY 
TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD  

BY HARPER LEE  
 
 
CHAPTER 1 
 
Assuage - give relief, as from physical pain. 
 
Beadle - an old fashioned church officer (not a police officer, but they can enforce the 
law). 
 
Car-House - A garage or a building for a car, typically separate from a house. 
 
Chinaberries tree - a tree with dense branches and leaves reaching heights of between 
30 to 50 feet tall, they bear pale purple blooms. 

 
 
Collard Patch - a section of green leafy plant roughly similar to spinach. 
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Concede - give over, admit being wrong or guilt on something. 
 
Contentment - happiness with one's situation in life. 
 
Dictum - an official announcement from a person in authority. 
 
Domicile - housing that someone is living in. 
 
Eccentric - obviously or extremely unconventional or unusual. 
 
Flivver - An automobile, especially one that is small, inexpensive, and old. 

 
 
Human Chattel - Human beings considered property, usually specifically referring to 
slaves. 
 
imprudent - not sensible, responsible, or wise. 
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Johnson Grass - is a plant in the grass family, has been used for forage and to stop 
erosion, but it is often considered a weed. 

 
 
Malevolent - wishing or appearing to wish evil to others. 
 
Meditatively - given to, characterized by, or indicative of meditation; deep thinking.  
 
Moon draws water - referring to the gravitational pull of the moon on the oceans. 
 
Morbid - suggesting the horror of death and decay. 
 
Nebulous - lacking definite form or limits. 
 
Nocturnal - belonging to or active during the night. 
 
Persecution - causing someone to suffer. 
 
Piety - feeling right because of being religiously devout especially if others would 
consider it extreme. 
 
Predilection - alreading existing inclination or favor towards something. 
 
Profane - grossly disrespectful toward what is held to be sacred by others. 
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Profound - Having, showing, or requiring great understanding, deep thoughts on a 
matter. 
 
Pulpit - a platform raised to give direct people’s attention to the person on it. 
 
Quaint - attractively old-fashioned. 
 
Rabbit-Tobacco - a herbal plant that has been utilized for centuries as a natural remedy 
for viruses, aches, pains, allergies and more.  Thought of as a weed by some. 

 
 
Repertoire - the range of skills in a particular field or occupation. 
 
Spittoon - A jar like container to spit into; usually used to spit tobacco juice into. 

 
 
Stinginess - a lack of generosity. 
 
Taciturn - shy, reserved and uncommunicative by habit. 
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Tom Swifts - is the main character of five series of American juvenile science fiction and 
adventure novels that emphasize science, invention, and technology. 

 
 
Tyrannical - characteristic of an absolute ruler or absolute rule. 
 
Unsullied - free from marks, scratches, etc. 
 
Vapid - lacking liveliness, spirit, etc. 
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CHAPTER 2 
 
Blind Man’s Buff - A game where one person is blindfolded and tries to touch the other 
players. 
 
Catawba Worms - the green and black larva of the catalpa sphinx -  a hawkmoth. 

 
 
Condescend - behave in a manner showing you think you are better than. 
 
Croker-sack - a sack of a coarse material (such as burlap). 

 
 
Entailment - legal term, limiting the inheritance of an estate to a particular heir and his 
children. 
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Hookworms - any of several parasitic worms that have strong hooks for attaching to the 
host's intestinal lining and living off the host’s blood and intestinal contents. 
 
Illicitly - not legally permitted or authorized; unlicensed; unlawful. 
 
Mortification - strong feelings of embarrassment. 
 
Scrip Stamps - paper money of small denominations issued by government agencies for 
temporary emergency use; particularly common during the Great Depression. 

 
 
Secede - withdraw from an organization or group. 
 
Smilax - group of plants of about 300-350 species, found in temperate zones, tropics 
and subtropics worldwide. They are climbing flowering plants, many of which are woody 
and/or thorny and are native throughout the tropical and warm temperate regions of the 
world.  Example: 
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Sojourn - a temporary stay usually away from home. 
 
Vexations - A source of irritation or annoyance. 
 
Wallowing - to roll about or lie in water, snow, mud, dust, or the like, as for refreshment. 
 
WPA Job - Work Projects Administration: the former federal agency (1935-43) charged 
with instituting and administering public works (the work of building such things as 
roads, schools, and reservoirs, carried out by the government for the community) in 
order to relieve national unemployment.  
 
Vexation - anger produced by some annoying irritation. 
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CHAPTER 3 
 
Amiable - giving off warmth and friendliness. 
 
Begrudge - be envious of or feel annoyance toward. 
 
Concession - the act of yielding. 
 
Concede - give over. 
 
Condescension - the act of voluntarily reduction of self to an equality with an inferior; a 
waiving of claims due to one's rank or position. 
 
Contemptuous - Expressing feeling that the other is not as worthy or as important, 
usually used when talking about the way you act or talk to another. 
 
Contentious - Likely to argue; given to angry debate; quarrelsome. 
 
Cootie - a louse, especially one affecting humans, as the body louse, head louse, or 
pubic louse. 

 
 
Disapprobation - pronouncing as wrong or morally wrong, worthy of blame. 
 
Dispensation - the act of giving out in portions. 
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Diminutive - very small. 
 
Expansively - having a wide range; comprehensive; extensive.  
 
Expound - add details, as to an account or idea. 
 
Flinty - unyielding; stern. 
 
Fractious - easily irritated or annoyed. 
 
Fraught - filled with or attended with. 
 
Iniquities - lack of equity or equal; unrighteousness; wickedness. 
 
Kerosene - A harsh mixture of liquids extensively used as an illuminating fluid in all 
parts of the world. Has a strong odor and is usually oily by nature. 
 
Lye Soap - a strong liquid substance, usually gotten from wood ashes or similar and 
reduced down by heat, used especially in making soap and for washing. 
 
Magnesia - A light, silvery-white, moderately hard metallic element that in ribbon or 
powder form burns with a brilliant white flame. 
 
Mystify - be puzzling to or something which is not understandable. 
 
Persevere - be persistent, refuse to stop. 
 
Speculation - A conclusion, opinion, or theory reached by guessing. 
 
Tranquility - an untroubled state that is free from disturbances. 
 
Truant - one who is absent from school without permission. 
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Wisteria Vine - any climbing shrub, having showy, clusters of blue-violet, white, purple, 
or rose flowers. 
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CHAPTER 4 
 
Abominable - something to be thought as horrid with no question or doubt. 
 
Arbitrate - act between parties with a view to handle differences. 
 
Assurance - a binding commitment to do or give or stop doing something. 
 
Auspicious - indicating favorable circumstances and good luck. 
 
Group Dynamic - the interactions that influence the attitudes and behavior of people 
when they are grouped with others through either choice or accidental circumstances. 
 
Melancholy - a tendency to be gloomy and depressed. 
 
Phenomena/Phenomenon - any state or process known through the senses, an 
observable fact or event. 
 
Probate Judge -  is a civil court judge and a state judicial official who is in charge of 
overseeing all aspects of the probate court system (a court system with jurisdiction over 
wills and handling of land). 
 
Reluctantly - with a certain degree of unwillingness. 
 
Scowl - frown with displeasure. 
 
Scuppernongs - a variety of the grape with sweet yellowish fruit. 
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Tyranny - government in which the ruler is an absolute dictator and control of all laws. 
 
Unanimous - in complete agreement. 
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CHAPTER 5 
 
Aloof - remote in manner. 
 
Asinine - Utterly stupid or silly. 
 
Benevolence - An inclination to perform kind, charitable acts. 
 
Benign - kind in disposition or manner. 
 
Chameleon - Any of various tropical lizards of the family Chamaeleonidae, chiefly of 
Africa and Madagascar, having a prehensile tail, eyes that can move independently, 
and the ability to change color. 

 
 
Cordiality - Genuinely kind feeling, especially the expression of such feeling; 
sympathetic geniality; hearty warmth; heartiness. 
 
Edification - uplifting enlightenment. 
 
Foolhardy - marked by defiant disregard for danger or consequences. 
 
Foot-washing Baptist - who is so devout in their religion they think everything is a sin, 
especially anything that feels good. 
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Incomprehensible - difficult to understand. 
 
Inquisitive - given to questioning. 
 
Magisterial - of or relating to a civil officer who administers the law. 
 
Martins - Any of various swallow birds, such as the house martin or the purple martin 

 
 
Morbid - suggesting the horror of death and decay. 
 
Nut-grass - a perennial sedge (Cyperus rotundus) of wide distribution that has slender 
rootstocks bearing small edible tubers resembling nuts; 
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Pestilence - any epidemic disease with a high death rate. 
 
Placidly - in a quiet and tranquil manner. 
 
Scheme - an elaborate and systematic plan of action. 
 
Tacit - implied by or inferred from actions or statements. 
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CHAPTER 6 
 
Bewilderment - confusion resulting from failure to understand. 
 
Bob-White - a quail species of bird that would have inhabited the weedy fields and edge 
habitats in the rural parts of Alabama 

 
 
Cherub - an angel portrayed as a winged child. 
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Desolate - providing no shelter or sustenance. 
 
Dismemberment - the act of tearing or cutting in pieces; severance of limbs or parts 
from the main body. 
 
Ensuing - following immediately and as a result of what went before. 
 
Insight - clear or deep perception of a situation. 
 
Kudzu - An East Asian vine (Pueraria lobata) in the pea family, having compound 
leaves and clusters of reddish-purple flowers. It is grown for fodder, forage, and root 
starch, and is a widespread weed in the southeast United States. 

 
 
Malignant - dangerous to health. 
 
Obliged - having a moral duty to do something. 
 
Pilgrimage - a journey to a sacred place. 
 
Prowess - a superior skill learned by study and practice. 
 
Ramshackle - in deplorable condition. 
 
Rigid - incapable of or resistant to bending. 
 
Vaguely - in an unclear way. 
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CHAPTER 7 
 
Adjectives - The part of speech that modifies a noun by limiting, qualifying, or specifying 
 
Camel-Kicked - is a powerful and swift kick. 
 
Cleaved - to adhere firmly and closely or loyally and unwaveringly. 
 
Embalming - to treat (a dead body) so as to preserve it, as with chemicals, drugs, or 
balsams. 
 
Palate - the roof of the mouth separating the mouth from the nasal cavity. 

 
 
Perpetual - Lasting forever; never-ending. 
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CHAPTER 8 
 
Accosted - to approach and speak to (someone) in an often challenging or aggressive 
way. 
 
Appomattox - town in central Virginia., near Lynchburg: In a former nearby village 
(Appomattox Court House), Lee surrendered to Grant (April 9, 1865), ending the Civil 
War. 
 
Caricatures - A representation, especially pictorial or literary, in which the subject's 
distinctive features or peculiarities are deliberately exaggerated to produce a comic or 
grotesque effect. 
 
Libel - The legally indefensible publication or broadcast of words or images that are 
degrading to a person or injurious to his or her reputation. 
 
Hone down - to sharpen or smooth as with a special stone or similar. 
 
Lane Cake - also known as prize cake or Alabama Lane cake, is a bourbon-laced baked 
cake traditional in the American South 

 
 
Meteorological - Of or pertaining to weather; atmospheric; specifically, of or pertaining to 
the science of meteorology. 
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Morphodite - A comic slang version of hermaphrodite.  A human being in whom the 
sexual characteristics of both sexes are to some extent, really or apparently, combined. 
 
Perpetrated - to bring about or carry out (something, such as a crime or deception) : 
commit. 
 
Pitch - is the quality that makes it possible to judge sounds as "higher" and "lower" in 
the sense associated with musical melodies 
 
Plaited - a braid, especially of hair or straw. 
 
Rosetta Stone - a black basalt stone found in 1799 that bears an inscription in 
hieroglyphics, demotic characters, and Greek and is celebrated for having given the first 
clue to the decipherment of Egyptian hieroglyphics. 

 
 
Squaw fashion - a contemptuous term used to refer to a North American Indian woman, 
especially a wife.  
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Taffeta - A crisp, smooth, plain-woven fabric with a slight sheen, made of various fibers, 
such as silk, rayon, or nylon, and used especially for women's garments. 

 
 
Treble - Relating to or having the highest part, voice, or range 
 
Touchous - overly sensitive 
 
Unfathomable - Difficult or impossible to understand; incomprehensible. 
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